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ADVERTISEMENT. 


be Reader is dee cs ried notice; war 
this is the ſame Pamphlet which appeared at 
firſt under the title of, C onfiderations on the 
State of Subſeription ; and which has often 
been confounded with. the Conſiderations on 
the Propriety of requiring Subſcription, pub- 
liſhed at Cambridge about the fame time- 
The author, not preſuming to compare him- 
ſeif with fo able a writer, has therefore 
thought it might be proper to alter his Title 
page; and takes that opportunity to add a 
ner liſt of Errata, which the hurry of 
printing, to be ready for the firſt day of 
the Seſſion of Parliament, had + -- —_ 
wt — fiumerous. - W No 
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0 wh has been publiſhed of > 
concerning the propriety or impropriety of 
ſubſcribing to Sumum artichs of faith; and 
particularly concerning "thoſe Fallen pin. 
which are required i in this kingdom ; chat 
it might ſeem. unneceſſary to add to the 


* „ 


bulk .of a ; controverſy. 50 . too. age. 


23 


ig an *. of fach importance. to the. peace 
of many conſcientious men, the honour of 

| eur; church, and the intereſts of true 
chriſtianity, that no whois Gativfied of ? 
ite importance, can at * juſtified if he 
does not lend a helping hand towards its 


new Uke on 7 fabjee ; ; od 1 ove 5 
nothing has yet been judicially determined, 
nor any one ſtep 


been taken towards .- 
gally removing the difficulty under which 
ve labour; yet it cannot be faid, chat 
nothing | has been done by. our alterations, 
Aud b ag Mad us nearer to ſome cohelu- 
ſion, to have it known how far the cauſe has 


' Imperceptibly advanced, notwithſtanding 
"ny; art to defer it. 2 "Py 
f 83 he 3 + PL. - 


This . hall 8 to how. by. a. 
ſhort review of the queſtien: And I chooſe 
to begin ab ovs, that every one into whoſe. 
hands this pamphlet {hall be put, may have 
the ſubſtance of the whole, caſe before him: 
And chat if che Parliament hall do nothing 
in this Kenn, towards giving relief to 2. 
large body of conſcientious Chriſtians, the 
world may judge between us; who is moſt 
in the riglit, he who ſecks it, or they who 
ſalt Rilbperiſtin refuling to comply with 
|  ſapioubagcqueſt, Few are at leiſure, or 
willing. to wade nee volumes of con- 
ot biswe: bc Zauns 9 troverſy, 
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655 
troveriy, or even to turn oyer what has 
Fo appeared. of late on the ſubject: But I 
. ſhould apprehend this fucingt account may | 
ſuffice, to let even a ſtranger into the moſt 
material points on which the debate turns : 
s (which! he may purſue to advantage e ge, if he 
find himſelf. inclined, elſewhere); z and 1 
| appeal to the warmeſt advocates for 6urSitb- 
ſcription themſelves, whether the Facts * 
| * relate . however e 46 rrath 7. n 


df Bt ber 755 


| "Wie 8 i the adi b 
| di ulgences, had been led into aft examina- 
tion of other uſurpations of the thutch of 
Rome, and in conſtquence of that had been 
driven from his allegianee to the Pope, he 
_ tranflated the BBL E into his own tongue f; 
rightly judging, that he could no way bet 
| ter Juitify what he had done, or give a 
greater blow to the papal power, than by 
a putting the holy feriptures/ into hey hands 
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of dane people. Here he laid the " chief 
| Sr of the RErokMAtION, "The 
art 'of p Printlug, lately invented t, Which 
a levelled the way | bef, ore him, now for- 
warded the work; and by multiplying 
copies with eaſe, ſpread the BIBLE as it 
kf 1 Fong ſpreading c other learning among 
3 the! aity. which for many centuries pre- 
4 + evedin 8. had | been confined RE the  cloyſter. 


TY yy N 28 N ed, 


TY OY 


't\ 


5 No ſooner 1 were men avid hs ſtudy 
| of the Seriprures, than all with eagerneſs 
applied themſelves. to the talk. They had 
been long. trained to A form, of. religion 
1 without che ſubſtance ; to practices gainful 
indeed to the, clergy, burtheidame enough 
to themſelves, and which they now. were 
told had no foundation in the Word of 
God and they were ſufficiently ready to 
tene Into; the truth of the allegation. 
They were told, likewiſe, that they had 


3 poet . in the affairs ny con- 
| * gonned 


*% 2 
F eee: eres read 2 og - 
* af CAS. n Ft 

«< 


4 * 
5 85 5 


bs "now. gh e into op Il 
They were well inclined to dog The en- 
quiry Was. new, the matter important: 
: and the novelty and importance whetted 
their appetite, and added freſh vigour” to 
: their induſtry, The more they ſearched, 
| the more they perceived they had 'beth 
| tau ght for dactrines the commandments of 
| men. The BIBLE was appealed to as their 
"ONLY RULE'OF FAITH: and the natural 
conſequence turned out to the diſadvant- 
4 age of Papers bag PN he Was, 


Mb «ors is PI mech good with- 
out its alloy of evils; { ſo this reference to the 
holy ſcriptures (which is the only reference 
we can make in the affairs of God, now 
that inſpiration has ceaſed). became the 
Lean of much reproach to the Refor- 
Though the moſt material parts of 

Fs eng ſufficiently clear in all mat- 
| Las that relate to ſalvation; yet in that i in- 
20724 fancy 


* 


- 


. 68895) 
fancy of letters, it was not te be .xpec tec 
that all the moſt difficult paſſages 1 in it, and 
the whole Altem of revelation, obſcured b 
for ages paſt, ſhould be tightly unravelſed 
jat. once, \ Learning | [Itſelf miſleſd fome z "WP 


Au ACC others 837 _ entbufia afm, ; naturall 
a third fort ; and a ſpirit of 4 


, ace to government, not diſtinguithing 4 
| right, thought itſelf authoriſed to run 
Anu lengths, when the paſtors. of the church 
were {een to diſobey their eccleſiaſtical 16 
Perior. Hence, many ſtrange dofrines 
aroſe in different quarters; and many quar- 
rels and much confuſion enſued ; and then; 
what was really only a natural conſequence 
"of the firſt recovery of liberty to the hu- 
nan” mind, (exülting. & ts freedom like an 
animal juſt releaſed from a long confine- 
"ment) was Kid to "Oy gk 


formation Itſelf,” tnt Af 


12 OT 7 5 5 4 
4 . 


In theſe ede es 110 ee 

thought it neceſſaryto clear themſelves from 
uch an imputation: And when the Em- 
Noe | peror 


wan aber, nge of the affine I” 
ligion, and terminate the differences that, 


had ariſen in Germany; the pringipal lead» 
ers, to juſtify their conduct and ſhew che 

purity of their doctrine, drew up a CO 
FESSEFON "OF THEIR Fair; (Which they® 


choſe to ſign it: While others; whoſe ſen 


timents did not entirely coincide with" 
this, drew up ſacl confeſſlons as” were 


more conformable with their'own' opinion.” 
All parties were agreed, in conſidering g che 
BIBLE as the ſole RuLe of FAITH, by 
Which all doftrines were to be tried ; and. 
each gave his own, interpretation of it, or 


ſubſcribed that which, 3 e f 
* moſt opnſanant wit it. 
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Whit was len done by der of b e. 
fon, before Charles V. was done alſo by 
_ others” afterwards in the like caſes ; and 
: chen er BROS Ht 
became numerous. Rn rr. f 


— daes ff 
Tuvus ene e e And 
as theſe camfeſont Were but the fallible 

mente .of - fallible men, their number, 
arbeit difference in diſſ putable matters, 

3 aragement to the Gospxr . 
or CnRIsTH B; which was the ſame yeſter-⸗ 
day; to-day and for ever, and is as clear 
as. n. fit to make it. To 


„ 


1. . — 2 this 3 | 
they had ſeparated from the. church of 
Nome; and on this PRINCIPE alone they | 
could 71 iy their ſeparation. Happy hat it 

been for the church of Chriſt, if they had 
kept to this PIN CI LE, They all aſſerted 
it, as all do „l affert it, to this day; but 
all alas ! very _ Wa from it. 


= x „ rnd) 9 * 


Ire row vc,” 


The 


j 


« 9 ) 
The oppoſition they met with, too na- 


turally inſpired the writers with an ambi- 


tion to defend whit they had written. The 
zeal they had ſhewn in ſo righteous a cauſe 
had gained to each many followers ; who 
could never be prevailed upon to believe 


that farb men could be miſtaken. Every 


one at firſt readily ſubſcribed the doctrino 
of his teacher; and when he had once ff. 
feribed, thought himſelf bound, as did the 
writes himſelf, to ſiapport it. Hence the 
confeſſion or apology of its leader, became 
the characteriſtic of every congregation ; 
which, as it grey it power, required that 
ſubſcription as neceſlary before admiſſion 
to the miniſtry in each church, and ne- 
ceſſary oftentimes before admiſſion to Chriſ- 
tian communion, which had ariſen at firſt 


from the voluntary act of its members. 


"Wer then the Proteſtants became Avid. 


1 They had departed from the church 


of Rome on a true PRINCIPLE, that no one 
could explain the will of God, better than God 
| C Hinzſelſ. 
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 bimſelf bad done it: and now already they 
' hat departed from their PrinciyLe. And 


they no- ſooner did it, than _—_ 1 7 gh 


2 fen each other too. 


The Church gt: Die: on che en 
ales true to her in tereſts, obſerved their | 


error, and'drew them deeper into it; and 


then laid hold on that as an argument 
againſt them. She had laid down a con- 


venient Pefitron for herſelf, that her de- 
_cifions were infallible, and not to be en- 
quired into; that the Bible was unſafe to 


be truſted into the Hands of the vulgar, 
who muſt implicitly abide by her interpre- 
tation of it: and theſe differences among 
the Reformed Churches were pointed out 


by her as ſo many proofs of her aſſertion; 


and whenever they attempted to harmonize 


their confeſſions, or to amend and explain 
them into a ſenſe more agreeable to the 
ſcriptures, or more ren with each 
Neher. ſhe exclaimed loudly againit their 

- heretical 


(t) 


herddical pravity, - and triumphan ay my | 
nia the . of their faith. 


5 They fell into the * Gian ws fol. - 
licitude to avoid it. For inſtead of acknow- 
ledging their error, in ſetting up their 
confeſſions as any ſlandard, and appealing to 
the ſeriptures as they had done at firſt ; 
they endeavoured, to juſtify thoſe confeſ- 
ſions: and then dreading the very appearance 
of a change, they laid aſide the thought of 
amending them. Henceforward thoſe con- 
feſſions which diſclaimed infallibility, have 
been held up as ſtandards that never err. 
Though diſerent from each other, and 
many times contradictory, they are main- 
| tained by their reſpective advocates as par- 
terns of truth.: And while every reformed 
communion diſapproves of every confeſſion 
ut its own, the church of Rom e juſtly 


laug hs at them all, for quitting. the "ny 
fortreſs they could have defended. 


Joo trace theſe different ae and 


* out their diverfiry, would be unne- 
S2 ceſſary 


4 


„ 
ceflary at preſent. Suffice it to ay, 'thas g 
they were ſo different in many not unim 
portant doctrines, as more than once to 
have engaged the laboufs of the learned 
to attempt to reconcile them to each other. 
Witneſs the writers of that age, WIO la- 
ment their om endeavours. Witneſs 
the writers of later times; And witneſs 
the confeſſions & this day exiſting in their 
full force in the e communions: ot 
+ 0009-990 pf IE THEE? Y ny Ns, 2 
4 

n thevefin; that bg W 
ſpect, it will be more te our purpoſe to look 
at home; to ſee how the matter ſtands 
with us: M betber ve have departed from 
eur PRINcIPIES ; and if we haves bor d 
mo beſt return to them. 


_ Luther's, tranſlation. of the Bible into 
German, was followed ſoon by tranſlations 
into various languages, and among the 
reſt into our own. The doctrines of the 
Reęformers had very early made great ad- 
vances in this nation, already well inclined. 


* * 7 * 


to 


(us) 


to:rectivedbemi.on-armomntie the oppreſs- 3 
ſtons of * Popery under which it long had 
laboured. For ſome time indeed, the 
deſpotie ſway of our Henry VIII. Who 
had entered the liſts againſt Luther, (and 
obtained thereby the title of Defender | of 
the Faith), withheld men from making 


public profeſſion of their ſentiments. But 
when puſion rather thag g religion had Oc- 
caſioned him to caſt off the Papal yoke +: 
they began to diſcloſe their opinions. How- 
ever, during his reign they did little more 
than exchange one Pope for another: the 
ſupremacy they had given him, leading his 
tyrannical temper into an imagination, 
that he had the ſame right over the doa#nines 
as well as the Aiſcipline of the Church, 
which the Popes had before aſſerted (an 
imagination always too flattering to Princes; 
and not peculiar to him). From that time 
e rl became the ſtandard of *% ih 
worms And "thou gh the prudence of 


Cram 


(„ 
Ctanmer and AA 8 ipenttimes: 
led that towards forwarding the Reformation 
in chis kingdom ; nothing was eſtabliſned 
during his life, but a heterogeneous med- 
ley between Proteſtantiſm and Popery; to 
which laſt he remained "PT OR in- 


-Buk: Shen his . * left te % a mi- 
nor and that minor came undet the tu- 


been advancing gradually en and 


during the laſt twelve ſince the rejection 
in digeſtion, was perhaps more prudently 
and carefully eſtabliſhed here than in moſt 
other countries. The BiBLE was put into 
every hand as the only Rue, The Li- 
run was rendered more ſimple, and or- 
dered in the Engliſh tongue: And every 
: | ob- 


; Edward VI. 1548. 


true piety. 


Hichess ating The a Coxr Esso 
had been thought of, or at leaſt attempted 
in England : (Happy would it have been 
for our Church if no one had ever been 
formed !) Papery had. been aboliſhed now 
ſome. time, and Proteſtantiſm | at length 
eſtabliſhed in its ſtead; "when fix years af- 
terwards*, there came forth a ſet of forty 
two ARTICLES, | with a _falſhood on their 
Pretending to have been agreed 
< upon by the biſhops and other learned 
«and godly men in the laſt convocation ; * 


Front. 


whereas they never were offered to the 
convocation; but were compiled privately, 
and publiſhed by the authority. of a minor. 


"RW 
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1 
obſerrance as taken under conſideration, 
and retained or rejected as to the learned. | 
of that time Pee. moſt 'conduging 5 
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1 
Their intent was, as they fay for themſelves. 
to toot out the diſcord of opinions and 
« eſtablith the agreement of true religion.“ 
But their exiſtence Z of too- ſhort a 
date, for us to make any. Judgement how 
far they might have ſucceeded, had ther 
continued in force. Popery was re-eſta- 
 blifhed the folſowing year, and theſe ar- 
ticles aboliſhed. th 
"However, from © fimitar ker, really aus 
thoriſed by the convocation and publithed. 
ten years afterwards * with a fimilar title, 5 
we may preſume to judge ; as they are in 
force at this very day; 3 and it may be known 
from the experience of two centuries, how 
far they have or have not obtained their 


purpoſes 
They tell us, they too were defigned * for 
ec the * of 5 of opinions, 

e an 4 
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f 0 17 ). | 2 
* and for the eſtabliſhing of conſent tonch- þ 
- « ing true religion.“ 2 Ang they v were au- 
| thenticated bath in "Latin and Engliſh z, 1 
moſt probably, that there might be no. | 
laub, about their meaning 3 but that « one. 
copy . might explain 1 the : other, "wherever 
an bee expreſſio on ſhould « cur that 
might be lizbl e to a Se ga.” 
| Theſe laſt were indeed in me things 2 2 
ferent from the farmer ſet (in which the | 
one or the other miſt have, been in an 
error): But from theſe there was to 'be x no 
departure, while it Thould pleiſe the legi- 
flature.they { ſhould, be kept ia force... They 
were no ſooner promulgated, than they 
were required to be 2: fubſeribed by every one 
in boly, orders, and by every one thence» 
forward; to be admitted into holy e 
No-freachers were to be ſuffered, but thoſe 
who had ſubſeribed, and were beſides, Par- 
ticularly 4cenfed for that purpoſe 5 Ne Wor- 
ſoip allowed of, but ſuch as was framed 
according to: this uetern. And yet every 
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from that preſcribed form of worthip and 
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man Page — 5 the kin | om, was Pam | 
able ſeverely who ſhou | a abſent himſelf 


| inſtruction, | ; "Both clergy and laity were to 
have the (cri ptures in their bands, that they 
OE, learn 5 them the will of ( Go : ; 5 
But woe be to that man, Whether of "the 


"day or the laity, who. ſhould have them ; 


ſo far in his bead or his Beart, as to find, 
or to think he found, the will of God in 
any title different from this —not erred 
| but—not t fallible RuLE, 1 


1 8 


Thus it ſtood during the arbitrary en 
5 Queen Eliſabeth. In excuſe for which 
in may be ſaid, that the reformation was 
new, the fear of a return to popery great, 
and toleration in religious matters, unheard 
of under popery, though a conſequence of 
the principle of proteſtantiſm, was not yet 
| ſufficiently underſtood to be adopted by 
proteſtants. All the clergy ſubſeribed to 
his STANDARD OF- * and ſub- 

ſeribed 


e 
ſeribed probably with fincerity:” Tt was. 
agreeable. to the general ſentiments of 4 
times; and it is ſuppoſed that ſuch as dige 
gf HOY of f it, abſtained from the a? | 


Bot 0 er ſucceſſor * thing g8 took a 

| very, different turn. Though in the firſt 
year of his reign, the moſt exceptionabls 
form of ſubſcription was eſtabliſhed by 
gur canons T, Which though never paſſed 
into a law have been obſerved ever fince 3 
yet in his reignial ſo. began to he allowed 

a latitude of. interpretation in, thoſe articles, 
which had been ſet forth to avoid a diver- 
Ae opinions. ; Arminian: ;fin condemned at 


Dordrecht}, was gaining ground ih England. 
The Archbiſhop” was Arminian.” The 
King himſelf indeed was not; but his 
politics obliged him to favour thoſe of that 
perſuaſion who were numerous and his his beſt 
friends. The articles cortgipl e 10 
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Speak 3 b alen langusge g Th 


no reeoneiling them to the preſent 2 
but by making their language ſay vvlrat it 


never meant. A DGEAHATToN was fet 
forth +, whoſe authority I. will not queſ- 


tion, and whoſe meaning Will not caifin- 


_ ferpret.! 1 ft if in all wW fatge prayer books, 
and may be confufted. Whatever was its 
 thrent, or by rein pelle (for it 
arries no > racks) it has Bebli continued ever 
fine nile tines; InP te been Apa 
to mean 70 autheriſe fußſbräption to the 


articles in 2 ene 22 4 


Wr wl bear.” * "If 
it meant "that, "it meat ts. declare, that 
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bur 2 in Irs polity They may 1 e right in het, 
concluſions ; avs a common reader "would certainly be i in- 
Aucced to cift thab4fticle Calviniftic; At Has generally been 


ſo underſtood: and yet perhaps m be ſubſcribed either by 
an Mfvinian 0 or a Calviniſt. If fo,.. how. is it deceifive ? 


4: Between 1620 nd 1630, eee * 


— 


| E 
e what w eſtabliſhed 140 


they phaſed” provided they could Feoon- 
cile it to therlifelves” tler pris te pi paper? 


If it did no a that, it Has been very 


2 nately m milunderſtood,. 0 "The ex Xe p- 


| 1 7 2 1 11 * I N87 
to convey "a one 4 85 etermihate mean 


ing y only ix 1 4 55 DEE: mig ght think | 
To - they w 9 | ey ep t t their 
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tooghts "to e 


to them pk EXPLA- 

NATION "of an act, 2 Was intended 
*. © 2s FC 

Song 5 to. be, a a inf of 4 


I 744 2 17 2 25 
man 8 's opinion! 5 Fe” 
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My 6 yh he er Ac things proceed? in 
eo Ken Otel, Armin ence 


err C015 


139 Charles I. 1625. 


4 < avoid; a:odiverfity ; 2of. opinions,” Hh6akt 
| — con ſidirdd in «that-light See 
Legiſlature; and accordingly need.» -notty this 
Subſeribers, Who might be of any opinion | 
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2 = decliration of tonfor- 


to the uf of the leurgy, but an *. 
| zan of all its conten ntcs. and its 
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2 5 ff 
enk tr underſtood to Allow, of x . 
| rande in their "interpretation B cu 


admit . 2 cee. If it Was deligned 


2 eby to 8 off diverſity of opinions af- | 


ter what had happened; it was folly ot 
madneſs to ſuppoſe That any act of man 


could do it, unleſs by mutting d up the aw e- 
nues to knowledge. If chat was not the | 


deſign of the legillators; they could mean 
nothing but to zutruduce, or at leaſt cone 
Tinue hypocriſy, not only in ſacred things, 


but in the houſe of God itſelf: morx eſpe⸗ 


K cially when 3 it ĩs conſidered; that the mem- 


bers and clergy of the church of England 


to ſome Jeading doctrines in our articles 
and liturgy, than were the Puritans them- 
es again whom this act was N 


e Hog 2 the next "Ws 
reign *: % ad theſe . which had 
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1 hr bo 1 
kant particulars ; pet were, they still 
retained, ſtill. required 49: be. ſubſcribed by | 
l ub would be admitted inte ihe mini- 
ſtry, of. Arden, Fagthermore, ow 


* from: Bering them. in 

: Shes of. Gods rh God in 8 

knowledge. he had jngquired * che ſiudy 
dhe ſcriptures, , which be had perhaps 


2 4 * 


Ki * and it certainly was s bis aß 
10 Rudy: 252 Aut: 72 Deut: bas e 3 2 
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But when crvi erty (as far as is * 
fitent with the beſt of governments) was 


recovered to the ſubject at the Revoru- 


„ | 
4.327 544 T5 It TION, 


: 0 * 
Tie, liberty Was in ſome degree reco- 
vered to the conſeience two. The 4er 
TY OF /TOLERATION # followed ſoon,” A great. 
and Cbriſtian ſtep! but which vet llopped | 
one ttep, W of N ; | 


CCC / 
FILE ofa 1 
. 4 » 4 
3 5 5. 


At 255 time 0 e rs from "the . 
eſtabliſhed church, agreed better with he 
doctrines of our. firſt ; reformers, | than , did 
our elergy themſelves,” Their objectionę 
lay againſt our fiturgy,: and our Aſſcipline: 
and from theſe they were releaſed... All 
the acte againſt teachers: in ſeparate con- 
venticles were ſuſpended; provided thoſe 
teachers be licenſed, after taking the oaths 
0 government, and ſubſeribing our arti- 
cles: (excepting thras or four that relate to 
the diſcipline of our church): and all the 
laws againſt 4b/entees, from church were 
ſuſpended, in relation to thoſe Who ſhould 
frequen t ſuch Acenſed conventicles. The 
li = — 


* 1689, . wy" 2 
1 


„ Y 4 
1 were glad * thele tems. The 
. licenſing, and the oaths, were part of ci- 
vil diſcipline. They objected not at that 
time to the ſubſcription HET and for- 
got they might hereafter wiſh to be re- 
1 inpſed, The abr alone were ex- 


— 84 * 
114 3 us {2 1 T4 wr T's 12 CHAI Is EA f 


1 


21 
on bod 8 Ai £41 


; the greateſt me en acc bats ds: 
duced:'-whoſe labours, alas! proved fruꝛt- 
166. Le Would be diving” too much into 
n A" pufer hne 


. 
- Nothing: then EVERY to be done, 
wr e o ſet men at c ander their Gtua- 


1 


8 could; but he left us afterwards in a le- 


gacy, his, true thoughts on ſubſcriptions, | 


and e in our Aer oi . 


— 


Fs TIRES 
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9 2 The re requiring fob 
1 "cles i is 2 great 3 


expreſſed more unexceptionably; ; foI think it is a bet- 


ter way to let ſuch matters continue to be fill the ſtandard 


<<. of doctrine, ith fome | few correctiomt, and to cenſure 
9 , thoſe, who teach any contrary tenets ; th:n to oblige all 
. that ſerve in che church to ſabſcribe them. The greater 
part ſubſcribe without ever examining chem; and others 


do ĩt becauſe they muſt do it, though they can hardly a- 


«« tisfy their conſciences about ſome things in them. 

Churches and fbeleries are much bette Tecured by laws, 
„ than by ſubſcriptions: it is a more reaſenable az well as 
© a more eaſy method of goyernment, 


4 $6 Our worchip is the Perfecteſt compoſition of — 
5 0 that we find in any church ancient or modern. Yet the 

corre ions that werd aße to by a deputation of bi» 
** ſhops. and divines in the year 2689, would make the 
2 hole frame of our liturgy ſtill more perfect, as well as 
*© more unexceptionable ; and auill T hope at Jome time or 
*© orher bb better tntertaitied tb they quert then. I am per- 
t ſuaded, they arc ſuch as would bring in the much greater 
part of the Diſſenters to the communion of the church; 
and are in themſelves de/irable, * chere were not a 


« Difſenter in the nation. 


” hee biſhop Burner's concluſion of the NEE POR own 
Find where he gives tlfs as © a ſort of teflament or dying 
ſpeech which he leaves behind him, 7 be read and conſidered 


* len he can ſpeak no more.” 


iptions to hs thi 8 4 
1 believe them all myſelf. But 
as thoſe about original ſin and predeſtination, might be 
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In Tur PRESENT cxnTpRy, the ep: 
tures have been ſtudied and explained on 
2 more rational plan than had TIS i 
been adopted. Very great light Bad in? 
deed been thrown upon them by the, 
more 1 labours of the foregoing 
times: d yet ſomething ſtill remained, 
| —. perhaps yet remains to be done 
The ſyſtems of the ancient ephilo@phy, 
too much interwoven, into, the divinity of 
former ages, haxye been laid aide, and 
ſeripture collated with itſelf; and much | 
new light acquired thereby. This has led 
men ſtill farther off from the ſcholaſtic 
| language, ; and the {ſcholaſtic doctrine of 
our- articles, of which they have grown 
impatient. The writings of '\Locke, though 
long dead, till ſpeak” the language of re- 
ligious liberty. The true cathglic endea-. 
up of a Heady, who has done more 
o open men s minds on thoſe ſubjects 
* volumes of the father's, ſtill breath 
in our remembrance and inſpire us to 


ES 737 


* 
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48 in his ſteps. Every Aerrin⸗ Has 


been ſcrutinized: and brought to the teſt 


of Keripture, and retained or rejected as it 


proved upon trial: and in that trial, many 
things which had paſſed before 46 0 . ; 


| 9 184 20 rd _ Ma mice N r 
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; Is; the: Inexpeatency. of. fi ubſc :riptions to bu-. 
man creeds, and human articles of faith; 


while yet every one has feared to arraign, 
what has been ſo many ears eſtabliſhed. 


| The greateſt divines and. prelates OF. OU * 


cnvgen, have long thought our lieurgy 


| to ſtand in need of amendment: yet have 


they to this day continued to declare their 


unfeigned ap pobiition of its. 2obole contents. 
* hey all have been obliged in ſecret, to 
"> reconcile. our articles to their own ideas; 5 


Vet have they ſtill ſubſeribed, and Pub- 
"lickly "profe N. to approve, what in part, 


x . 
EP * i 


perhaps 1 in ' whole, they haye wiſhed l 
RES well rid of. 5 


* r 
1 108 
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= 30 ) 
Not o 1 They, like , 
better chriſtians, ſubſeribed at firſt with, 
furerity what was agrecable to their on 


opinions : and when their opinions began 


to: —_— from our articles, they neglected 
ſubſcribe them, (hoping, perhaps, 
their e would * overlooked. * 
aintenance indeed did 

nip upon heir e it, as did that 
of the eſtabliſhed clergy ; neither was it 


: any one's peculiar buſineſs to ſee them do 
it: bat, though they became liable to the 


penalties of the law, they holk rather 10% 
run that hazard than to * againſt their 


conſcience, , 


9 * x 1. 2 
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Tubes it bad Aged © now 7 many rs 3 
and Private wiſhes, and even attempts, 
had not been wanting to get, theſe things 


| redrefſed. Many public Carions bad ſet forth - 


the neceſſity of a review of our liturgy in 
which all men were agreed, and which 
vet no man in authority was ſeen to ſet 

ä forwards, 


62. 
«7 F * 


(#) 
s. Others had pointed out the 45 
is 0 to fay. no worſe) of ſubſeribin g 
thoſe ali forms, which are ſo incongruous 
with the ſentiments of the prefent gene- 
ration; yet had no one given the teaſt 
hopes of their amendment. Others had 
pleaded for. their total removal, with great 
force of argument, and little apparent ſuc- 
ceſs; "(Few baue frrength of mind to ſee, 

| or fefolution enough to lay aßide, olck pre- 
Jucdices, and at once to look 16 deep). 
Int Zane bad deen very different from: 


Lig 4 


jy 1 rigorous; laws were "kr. an 
foot. The Church was at peace within 


terwovens into the dene the ages 6 
ah woe. no dee, in the adler, of thi 
: age to make. uſe of an F oppo rtunity, which 
the worthies of the laſt would gladly{] n 
1d bel on. Dre are always -faid 


3 


to 


3 ( 32. 8 | | 
td be dangerous 3; and delays: had encreaſed. | 


the. 1 4 Ho that MC which 
1 been felt long, and ſcarcely Wes 

a now many cars, was grown to Tuch 4 
| hei t as co Hd contain ef no longer. © 5 
eight ; S127 | PIPES Sha n fe 157; 907 T 


ebe bee ere, Beast 
to the houſe of commons, by a number 
of the glahliſbed church r ſetting: forth he 
grievance: of ſubſeription to human arti- 
cles of faith ; praying for relief from that 
which they. apprehended ought. not to be 
required ; and appealing. to the Feriptures ; 7 
as being by the" original PRINGIPLE, of the 
reformation, © "the? only RULE bf 2 
that Cbuld be compli win. 
. bir G22: a ein 00 : 
Ats ſucerſo/ is well Kuen. It Was in- 
tended 16! have been] paſſed. over in civil 
filende (che ſtale artifice of \worldlyypo+ 
ntfs, to put off requei n ng 
not face) : but through the over-ruling | 
N 5 f rn — houſe was drawn 


eee all 
| wiſhed 


N er 0633 0% 


wiſhed. the cauſe ſucceſs. The petition 


was indeed thrown out: but the debate 
has more fully brought to li ght the ſaſtice 


K the demand. "Enquiries, however con- 


ducted, are always ni in aha end 0 
e 5. ! 


In fs at of [ak debate, che glar- 


ing impropriety of requiring sugs chi- 


ION IN OUR: UNIVERSITIES from the 
young men and laity, was pointed out 


and acknowledged; acknowled ged, I be- 


lieve I might fay, by all. It was in con- 
ſequence of that, recommended to the two 


_ univerſities, to rectify that matter for 


themſelves ; ; as its continuance can ſerve 
no purpoſe, but to train up our youth 


either to inattention or diſingenuity. One 
' bf them has juſt done ſomething, the 


other, nothing. — has ſince been 


made to parliament to do it for them: 


but a longer day i is allowed them to Go it 


for themſelves. 7 
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wiſe on the carpet; and it Was wi hed | 
they might be abſolyed from the  rigour : 
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5 the ſame. debate. the fate of 
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8 8 SUBSCRIPTION, came XA 


of a law, not complied with and not. exe- | 
euted. They underſtood that admitifira- 


tion had acknowledged, the propriety of 
releaſing them from itz and would have 


Tow! nee themſelves and their poſ- 
terity, if they had negle&ed to apply for 
| 2 beret now ſo likely to be granted. 
Their bill paſſed the common after an ample 
diftutlion; but, cho, debated in the 20% 
of tords, was rejected there by a great ma- 
jority. Whatever were the motive that 


led them to it (might one be allowed to 


| ſay, des: them . the whole bench of 


was hoped it might have met with a bet- 


ure of hun ao 


- Tas apt renewed their ap- 
plication the ſucceedin g year; when it 


ter fate, after the right reverend bench 
has 


Py 


CEL 
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had. reconſidered the matter. The two . a 


gfcatet lawyers of the age, however dif-,fof Jie 
| ferent in their "political connexions, united 
on "hits occaſion, and ſpoke in favour of 
the bill with 4 ſtrength of argument that 
was unanſwerable.” Moſt of the principal 
8friaments of that houſe were its advocates: 
The oppoſers, though confuted, were not 
Vet convinced. The bill paſſed in the nega- 
tibe by a conſiderable majority. However, 

ohe 9 biſhop now gave his voice for 
Some few others did not give theirs 


apr it. Is all: the debates it was AC- 


knowledged from the higheſt authority, 
c that it would be penſecurion to put the pre- 
ſent laws i in force : yet does it am ſhew too 
great tendency to à perſecuting Jprrit, to 
Jet thoſe laws ſtand un- repealed, which 
any one may enforce if he pleaſes. Such 
es e not in the 18th century, be 
en to diſgrace our Ratuic- book... 


5 vt though the Clerical petition was not 
ee, that year; the petitioners were 
| Known not to e from e claim. 

W h 'T hey 
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en er enn ne 
| They Ns waited the e event of 2 an Able. 
tion to the. kisnors; ſet on foot in the 
| interim from another . quarter. 3, which i it | 
Was but prudent and reſpectful i in them to 
1 wait for. That application now removed | 
we objecion chat had been made to the 
| petitioners of want of deference to the bi- 
thops ; and threw/ it again into their hands 
as the candid diſquiſitors had done ſome 
years before *, to do what they ſhould 
| judge right i in an affair that ſeemed to be- 
| long to their province. What numbers 
would have joined in this application i is 
not known. The feheme was defeated ear- 
ly; by an over - cautious embaſſy ſent pre- 
vioufly to take their lordſhips ſentiments 
upon it: to which it is faid they returned 
us eautious an anſwer; that © in their 
opinion, it was neither prudent nor 
«© ſafe to do any thing.” The appliers had 
not declared againſt Subſcription ; but had 
merely y. deſired A reviſal of the preſent forms. 
Nothing equld be more moderate. And 
Per. thoſe l forms, which 2 great 


8 4 37 =! 
7 part of t the, ity are known not ale 
TH to. approve « of i in their hearts, thor h they 
conttive to fign them; 5 and t the Haste 
are known not to fign. at all; the biſhops 
declined taking, under. their confideratjon. 
The petitioners thereby, her to be juſtihed 
in not Any 1 to cent at the , 5 


Ce ein ; 
Hens 9s het matter Es Ts at pr pre- 
Aa But Go Tenzin, THAT _ IT 
- SHOULD. EVER REST. $0 !. while there is 
6 honeſty © among Chriſtians it cannot. We 
call ourſelves 4 Proteftant church; declare 
| againſt inflibillty; and appeal | to be er p- 
tures themſelves : as containing all things ne- 
; ceflary 1 to ſalvation, which we recommend 
to every one, and require of our clergy to 
; ſtudy. | ; ſet of articles, drawn up two 
centuries ago ſuitable to the ſcholaſtic 
" notions of thoſe times, remain ſtil! 
in nſe as the pattern according to which 
all the clergy are to ſquare their opinions, 
| and all the clergy are to frame their in- 
: ftruQions,. Even D; Naters from the eſta- 
bliſhed church are not allowed to wor- 
ſhip God in e own way, unleſs they 
will 


1 * 


1 IKA 


b er . 1 __ of ber 
rule. Both Clergy and Difenters have 
Ai; the ſeriptures; 15 and in many in 
Nances cannot find them conformable with 
its 355 and have apphed | accordingly to che le- 
gillature in its ſeveral branches, to releaſe 
"them — 1 fo Hard à ſerviee, as to be 
made to teſtify an exact conformity they 
do not ſee. What has been the anfiver ? 
The Crx are told that this is hot a 
time. for amendments, and they muſt be 
" altotted to ole « latituds in the interpretation 
of the artieles, to reconcile tbem to them- 

ſelves, or to take them in any ſenſe the 
worde will bear; (or, perhaps, like Peter's 
c ſhoulder-knot, if the matter cannot be re 
conciled zotigen verbis, to do it totidem K. 
teru.) And as to the DisszxrZAsB they 
are .afured that notwithſtanding the laws 
are kept in force againſt them, their non- 


compliance ſhall Gre che wie . wink 
E 


Wt are no ry JOE 85 e bothing 5025. 


_ of too fond a friend, the caſuiſtry of pri- 
vate * or the deceit a man 4 5 upon 
n 


, B ? 
E X & 
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n 
himſelf, who i is unwillifis to Joſe his hopes 
of preferinent upon -which all his proſ- 

pects in this life depend; but the counſel 
of perſons in authority the only poſſible 
excuſe they give to keep men quiet, and 

_ lull chem aſleep,/ under the dantinuamee of 
a burthen which neither they nor their 
fathers knew well how. to bear. Nor is 
the non-compliance of the Difſnters; any 

: longer to be looked upon as a diſobedience 
to government; though it is a diſobedi- 
| ence to laws which though now gdorment, 
it is well known may at any time hereafter 
* rouſed and enfcrocd againſt them. 


But ſuppoſe. A CLERGYMAN-t0 2— Tru 
pulous, and unwilling to ſet his hand to 


what he does not thoroughly believe ; and 
- unwilling to declare that for truth before 


- the' congregation, which in his conſcience 
- he cannot fully and in every part allow 
to be truth. (The caſe is pofible: he is 
far from certain that Gop will allow of 
\ phie, whatever his earthly ſuperiors 
may). 'Vhat is be to do in this dilemma? 


8 


oF. +» 
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r 
i he to be filent then, or to be lebt back, 
or to r#jre from tlie miniſtry of God in 
his church, becauſe he is of all men the 
mf Ft to /erve in it? Af he tetires ever 
o Passy; he is liable to excommunica- 
tion, and all its haraſſing conſequences.) | 
Or is be to force brmſelf” into compliance, 
as thinking he can; chat way be moſt uſeful 
do the cauſe of teligiow/3 and then to be 
reprobated and ſuſpected. of ſiniſter views, 
and branded with opprobrious names, be- 
ecauſe he ſolicits humbly to be relieved. 
from fo iniquitous a burthen? And are 
the DrsszxnTERS to have the rod held 
over them for ever, if they will. not com- 
ply with what we know they cannot Or 
are they to be ſuſpected of deſigns againſt 
Chriſtianity, or againſt the ſtate, becauſe 
they defire to be releaſed from ſo ſevere a 
law; fo contrary to all the dictates of 15 


ö manity z ſo contrary to all true Chri 
| | _ Oe 5 


It i is ; true . LATITUDE is now 1 


of chat can be deſired; and, ſince the 
5 | late 


2 —— 
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late debates, though no Jaw has paſſed, deer 
to be allowed, of publicly. But does it fol- 
low from thence that it is no grievance to 
an ingenuous mind D ubſeription . WAS. 
thought to mean, that a man thereby th 
_ Elared his ſentiments to be agreeable to the 

| articles, and the articles agreeable to the 
word of God; but xow indeed it is no 

ich thing. Our Rulers, | pe ee charged | 
with ſuch a ſuppoſition, are ſaid to have 
openly diſavowed it. , The  Degfengers. of 
Subſeription, haye in general certainly. denied 
it: They know better how to quibble 
about. words; and, notwithſtanding the title 
of our articles, inſt upon it that a latitude 
of i interpretation Was always intended to. be 
allowed. in our ſubſeription. Some, leſs 
daring, hold that it means to teſtify a cain 
cidence in opinion. wich the compilers or their 
contemporaries, whoſe opinions are to be 
ſought - zup and down elſewhere :,; Others 
have thought, that it may be  copliderad; as 
a ſubſcription to articles of peace ; what 2 

* binds himſelf not to contradict (yet is 
G there 


: « 42 
| there nothing to 10005 that acceptatiön) : 
Others, on the ſtrength of the King's de- 
claration, have ſup poſed that they may be 
taken i ay. e rhe words mull deux; Hhow⸗ 
Ever foreign to their true or dbvivus meun⸗ J 
ing: Others again, 50 f- forth ar they ure 
agrecubl. # Jerpture ; (and withour doubt, 
| fo fir a they are aſfebableo/ſetipture they 


the Leeds HoBrines of tir cburrb, as fer 
forth in the writings of bur moſt emitent 
Aivities ; (little agreeable to © the urtiches 
- themifelves, God is Witneſs ly: Others view 
mot of tem in the fame light as'we'do 
lere farurer, and eonfider ſubleription 
to chem accordingly: Others laſtiy, 10 go 
ho farther, as mere Form of words, neceſ- 
ary to the Ig conveyance of holy: orders 
and of all preferments excepting biſhopricks 
In our cHurch ; and therefore to be vom: 
plied wich as ach ; like the other Fm 
uſual in conviyarcrs of all kinds, with 
5 which = 8 : are well acquainted ? 
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1 . 5 
des this pan the whole is all they 
ren can anon! to. | „ 


— 


Ws us 3 ater the Defetders* a4 Patrons 
of our ſubſcription, in parliament and out 
of. parliament, the laity and the clergy, 
from the hi gheſt rank down to the loweſt 
among us, have defended it (the only. way 
they could defend it, or reconcile it to 
themſelves) an this bottom, or by ſome ſuch 
Jubterfuge ; No perſon need any longer to 
have his /eruples about it, Our Subſcription 
is NOW 70 ngen UNDERSTOOD, it is 10 
longer SUPPOSED 70 be, 4 Teſt or Trial of a 
man's options at all; but merely kept up 
FOR FORM $ SAKE, becauſe it might be 
ſome trouble to amend it. If our Rurzas 
benceforward would have it otherwiſe, it 
xo lies ogy THEM to W it ſo,* 8 


* 


— _ — 


. In onder that the lay- reader may know more particu- 
larly what is thus explained a,] we will here ſubjoin the 
words in which theſe ſabſcriptions and declarations are 


made: TW} ſeem to be very e determinate : 1 


| PE 6 4) 

The AuTEoR of theſe pages will per- 
haps be blamed, for thus" Lying open the 
ſore, and expoſing our weakneſs. Gladly 
would be conceal it, if that would lead 'us 


to. . but dhe misfortune 1 - 4 


„ 
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„ 14. l. been db be ordaingd 0 or now to POR" 

* Kc.) do willingly and ex animo ſubſcribe to the 39 Arti- 
cles of the Church of England agreed upon in the convo- 
« cation held at London in the year 1562, and to the three 
« articles of the 36th of the eccleſiaſtical canons publiſhed 
158 PT 
* them.“ 952 


The chreo articles here referred w. are 


\ x. The Supremacy 3 app ines np . 
| of granny. . 


* 2dly, « That * Book of r in 
it nothing contrary to the word of God; and that it may 
7 1 and that he W uſe it---and na 


«6 N 3, 
ocher,” # 15 'Þ IN et” 7 e 1 x 


FE; au. ” That he rh hy Book 2 of Be: 
gien 3 and acknowledgeth all and every, the artic 
* 60 to be agreeable to the word of God.“ 5 2 


The Candidate then ſubſcribes the Wan following : 2 
« I 4. B. do declare that I will conform to the Liturgy of 
* the Church of on it is now by law eſtabliſhed.” 


| Theſe he does in the preſence of the Biſhop : who in this 
22 part of his * function is to /e it done. 


After 


( 45 ) 
too long. i e 


has been concea, 
now, and muſt be proves: Remedies have 
been propoſed; in vain : A deaf ear has 

been turned to every wWhiſper of a | 
The complaint is already of public Wen 
and if the cure be not taken in hand di- 


2 


8 
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Ne * ** Subſcriber. has _ bene; 2 
any I, he * the __ declaration . in coal 


Ae reads all the 39 articles, during the time of di 
vine ſervice, and declares his anfeigned aſent to the ſame. | 


Afeer this, when the ſervice is ended, he is openly and 
publicly to recite theſe words, and no other. 


<« I A. B. do here declare my e aſſent and con- 
1 ſent to all and every thing contained and preſcribed in and 
«4 by the book intitled the book of Common TrAYSrs „ 


It appears indeed from the preceding and ſubſequent di- 
rection of the act, that this laſt declaration of unfeigned 
aſſent, &c. relates only to the u/e of che common prayer, 
and r.ot to all its contents, But the Declarer, is not allowed 
to inſert this word (/) into the declaration itſelf to explain 
his meaning, even thongh he underſtands it as the act directs. 


The ſubſcription ex animo to the 39 articles (and to the 
book of Common Prayer, included in the three articles of 
the canon) meant originally it is preſumed, to imply a belief 
and approbation of all things contained i in them; whatever 
improved 2 may #ow be put upon it. 


realy, 


Aae the. er aw nd. will be 
came ctinct. If things be 10 remain 
eee eee ee . 
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Allis e Roethfor this. 25 
they have done the whole body of the pe- 
titioners to parliament ; and with as little 
trath : (names are often given where 5 
ment fails). Ile was not a Petitio der. 


They may repreſent him as Silaffected * 
Government ; and will be as wide of the 
mark, It matters not who he is, or wat 
he is 3 but whether his Words be true · 
He believes in Gad, and not in man in 
Ip "Chr ift, 5 

er 1 Rur. want 


GE bas D ee and 
6ur Articſs be foexcellent as not to be ſpok- 


en againſt ; Jet the Rulers of our Church 
defend len on this ground, and no long- 
er ſuffer us to"Zorbt or puibble about their 


meaning, Let them | Oo aut their ex- 
cellence 


4 | 


THE 1t# 0 
| ceflence ; 3 their agreemeht b. v ith ſcfi AY * 
good effect they have ever had; 3 the fecurity 
obtained by them at preſe nt. Let us alt be 
| made to preach {when 1 we do preach) agree= : 
able to them. Let our ' Dignitaries be cite 
into their own courts ; to defend many 
| noble and truly chriſtian an paſſa age in their 
writings, when contelitts with theſe ar- 
ticles.” Let them protect” an inferior bro 
ther When called upon in the like manner 
which by the way as the law how ſtands it 
is apprehended they, cannot do; yet chez 
would not ſurely condemn him, for What 
they do themſelves: Let them excuſe a 
Diſſenting Miniſter that mall be ſuect for 
not complying with the laws. Let them 
ſereen the Lords of the State from profe- 
cutions, for not attending regularly on dis 
vine ſervice at church or at meeti ing. The 
; laws are open againſt \ them all; and open 
to every informer, Let them defend and 
enforce thoſe laws, "if they are ſo imtnacu⸗ 
late as not to be improved 1 upon. Let 


- n 


them at leaſt make appear; to the weaker 
— brethren 


„ 

ne their chriſtian perfection. ; The 
time will come, Ns ay perhaps now. is nears 
when they will find it neceſſary to defend 
our holy church itſelf from ruin, in this 
age of. infidelity and, irreli gion: and what 
: influence. can they expect their arguments 
| ould, have. u pon the profane ; af ter their 
diſregard. of all applications to "them for 
telief, has driven ſome of her moſt con- 
ſcĩentious clergy 70 deſpair ; and others ac ; 
zually out of the boſom of the church they 
ove, but * they cannot continue in 
as , ;teache ; becauſe they cannot. aſſent to 
ber e with that Keri which 
bocometh ae, n e 


„ 


* 


| Ko if our articles. me EE let 
them be amended or wholly Jaid afide. The 

rſt, _— confeſs, I had, thought the thing 
| to be deſired 3 and therefore would have 
joined in the application to the biſhops for 
4 reviſal; and was diſappointed when 
Mr. Wollaſton fell into the meaſure that 
"ny" it. But T have line been c con- 
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vinced of my error; and am not aſhamed. 
to acknowledge it. A man need'n never be | 
aſhamed of amendment. I am fatisfied 
upon fuller conſideration, that the requir- 
1 of a to en ter! 0 


e ſcriptur "_ Wed Nast pro 
teſtant 'churthes, can only be defended on 
de principles of popery. As to mere a, 
tics peace; how far they may be im- 

poſed, or aſſented to, is Wie another 


matter. But nothing can be 4 greater” 


diſcouragernent to a man's 8 "ſtudying the 


. 


ſcriptures in ge earneft, than a rigid, un- 
conditional ſubſcription. A jury that is 
prepoſſe ed in fayour of either party, is 
afraid to examine witneſſes. 80 f is a man 
who comes prejudiced to the ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures, and mut find them conſonant” 
with the formulary that he has before ſub- 
ſcribed: he will always be afraid to ſearch, 
leſt he find them otherwiſe. If the re- 
fotmution was right, the feriptures mutt: 
be dür only rule. If that rule be dh 
nenne H | then 


i hu 
1 
. 
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then may oper be 5 eri 1 
out of _—_ Sans 155 07 
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We are g * the, a 21 Ghy 4 
you will ſay, If we rbur gin, icenſe 4e 
every crude opinion; and Athieſts and Dali | 

or | at. leaſt, Socinians and; Heretichs of every. 
hind," will gain admiſion among its, and enten 
eu Church ee % A V i "bras _—_ 


* 4 s 6.8 


Then ave they 2 5 Ando: now? Do 
our preſent ſubſcriptions keep « out any c due 
perſon that ought. to be kept o out? And do 
they not keep out ſome that we "ſhould 
with to admit ? Wilt A ſoles and ſincere 
declaration, 3 of our belief i in the holy 
ſcriptures; of the Old and. New Teſtament, 
and our ſincere faith i in Jeſus Chriſt (che 
teſt that Gad. requires); be a eſe ſecure. 
barrier againſt unbelievers in any kind: | 


than our preſent ſubſcription to a ſet of 
words we; are Knaum to evade, e are 


| taught to evade, — we are bid to reconcile 
to ourſelves ? Can any thing give greater 
4. 2 countenance 


: * 
4 


„„ 
countenance to the een an da . 
ent ſtate of things? Pont e e 
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N this is called ; 55 ends; * 1 
F our Redeemer, and | ſupporting g the Goſpel 
of Chris. If it be to be thus ſupperted, 
let us ſend for the poor Fefurrs diſcarded 
lately by the Pope. be are juſt now at 
leiſure and wait at our doors; and will be 
ready to perfect us in eugſons and, mental 
reſerations. Their college was founded * 
ſoon after the reformation, as a defenſe to 
Popery: the Papiſts have diſſalved it, 
e ee them no longer; and we may 

Low er N occaſion "ow * N 10 
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this de- 
feng the Gypel Y cu, 8 * Nen 


yay? 5 


. tall dn nec. ; 
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5 6 
| >” Thiiſtiihity does indesd ſcem to want 
| . defenders in theſe days; but hot ſuch zoek 
Lale as this. Let TRUTH be ſearched 
0 the bottom ; let ber be liſted and tried 
by heretics of every denomination; ; let ber 
re ugh t fairly either to the teſt of Keri p= 
grey, ori te the bar of common benſe; 5 Ar nd 
there id no fear of her ſuffering. by the 
nupuy. Let her be diſengaged from the 
metiphyficil' Jargon' in which the divine 
oh © be "ide, and the infidel en the 
other; hav conſpiret to entangle her, and 
| Wee" no reaſon” to apprehend; but ſhe 
will be ußle 10 defend herſelf, and to 
5 Core off victorious againſt every adverſary. t 
FI fuld only that loves to 4 in ob- 
ape. 


. 


* 


But ine ide friends of trurb 

*. of Cunqfanig are involved as they 
nw ate in clout of dur oft, they cannot 4 

dend thus as ved ſhould: _— 


indus r to chats own mne but 
muſt diſſemble in ſome points, and hence 
a or pretend they do it i in all. 


-. Ce g 
| The 


8 


4 ; bil 0 —.— the . oh , e of p 
4 1 Fures, and the promiſe that God will 


rhe} their argument taight have ſors 
weight. But we deny the one, while we 
e che erben; and draw a dif- 
ferent. conclyfion.. The Pope, the Church, 
= Magiſtrate, We conclude need We eie 
ther * them be a infallible; bec 
there. i 18 no intimation of it in che eripe 
tures, and becauſe the word of God alone is 


Fully ſufficient to the purpoſe for which it . 


was deſigned. If we dee 
and make that our ſtudy, and obſerve #5 


commands; we ſhall know of every dactrine 


Man. This is the promiſe of Cad to his 


„and to every member of it; aud 
we may truſt that he will fulfil it. Hows 
ever obſcured at times through the wiſdoni 
of the wiſe, the babes i in Chrift may ſafely 
confide in it; for the gates of hell ſhall not 
| dl againſt it it. "But "whoever Chooſe ra- 
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cher 
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defend his church.” If their \promilfes 1 were 


—— 
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4 
Me, et a ts oa 
Bios Thould re return ts 
fe Pope pu Tor prior cla in m 15 2 5 


| " BW: SOITESEEI ICT 16G re 
Ity⸗ and better were t to Have * * 
om Te © ads. usb em ted ade | 


1 alis l an e with _ 


RR. ay bf res þ e puh 27 
Churches.” ohen a: b _ 


u ic 361 ogy, od n n 
llt is very true, e . 2 
Mhen a man has loſt his way, is he not 
paths, eee cet Where 
ab; if he had perſiſted in a wrong onde 
deer could have reached his journey's end. 
When the gruigſtant Churebes departed from 
aanknncmmnn, they loſt their way: one 
| one road, another another; and 

Genen ne one pen allow himſelf to be 
miſtaken, all have wandereg from time to 
ume, and muſt wander on, till they re- 
7 turn 


E 

turm to their true and unerrinꝑ guide, whicy 
vould have conducted them aright from 
the firſt, and have kept them all. together: 

they muſt return to the PRINCIPLE from 
vhence they ſet out; be ſufficiency of ſerip- 
ture #ſelf. Though the conſequences of their 
quitting it, have been long felt) and been 
lamented from the firſt eſtabliſhment of 
confeſſions, to this very day; tho true 
cauſe is of late diſcovery: it lay deeper 
than was imagined ; in the being bound 
down to any Suman confeſſion, any partir, 
cular. rern of ſeripture, at all. * 


. 


2 27 it concerns The fate, you \ will reply 
to 9 up am gab ſhed church, and an unifor- 
mity of” avor ſhip ; ;, and how can ſhe 40 25 
without an un iformity of opinion bo 
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Then does ſhe not already ? Has 8 
for many years? Is uniformity of opinion 
ſo indiſpenſable However; let her mend 
her Iiturgy, and then let her enforce the uſe 
of it, if ſhe ſee it neceſſary, by a Promiſe 


from her clergy that they will uſe it, or 


* 


ve tha 


ad -- 
HPenalties if they depart from it. (This 
Wader of diſcipline, and within her 
proviner) : but why muſt they be tied 
down to approve and give their unſeigned 
aſſent to every tittle contained in it? Were 
that liturgy reformed ac it augbt; they could 
mare cordially ule. it, and more fully give 
their approbation to its uſe. Or might they 
be allowed. (under,. proper reſtrictions) . to 
depart a little from it, and to alter a fe 
exceptionable paſſages, as they now. are 
| can ned ar i in ſome; it would give leſs of- 

feng to the ſincere Chriſtian. Vet, for the 
lake of uniformity of worſhip, why muſt ſhe 
require from them an ex animo aſſent to a 
ſet of propoſitions, that are M no part of 
c r wor forp, and perhaps not always recon- 
clleable with it? This can never be neceſ- 
> ſary. It 2$Þ] :5 K _ T0 595: eS0h 151 


read 40 ** 60 
And yet if this y mere e neceſſary from our 

5 clergy and in our gun church, Why 

muſt 125 8 < ch an Alen from, the 


121 
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and who renounce then becauſe they 

Aſent? Is not this a contradiftion in 

terms? As long as they demean them- 

ſelves as peaceable citizens, and do not 


foment diſturbances in the tate, they | 


ought to be tolerated, they have @ right 


to, be tolerated to worſhip God in their own | 


way, nor has the church or the civil ma- 


giſtrate any right to reſtrain them. When 


they attempt to break the peace, then and 
then only does the power of the magiſtrate 
over their Doctrines commence; that is, 


when their doctrines interfere with civil 


diſcipline. 1 


M bat is tobe done then, you may Per- 
haps be inclined torejoin, and what is it that, 
you would adviſe ? muſt we apply the reniedy 
you propoſe, and at once lay afide all Sub- 
ſeription, though ſant#ified by the long un- 
varied practice of every Proteſtant Church, 
aud remove all our ancient land-marks, and 


throw open the door for all ſectariet; when” 
we are not all of us ſatisfied that it would 


be deſireable 7 do fo, and ſtill ſewer of us” 


that it would be ſafe to attempt it ? 
I By 
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By no means. You ſhould do nothing 
| until you are yourſelyes convinced of its 
| propriety : only then when you are, you 
ſhould dare to af according to conviction. 
This is all we aſk : all that can be aſked. 
| For however well perſuaded any of us may 
be that what we think is right, it is ſtill 
poſſible we may be miſtaken. But con- 
ſider impartially what has been faid above, 
and reflect ſeriouſly upon it; (and if you 
want farther evidence than what you find 
here; look into other writers who have 
more fully and more ably ſtated it); and 
whatever be your opinion of the degree of 
amendment required, you muff ſee that in 
the preſent ſituation of things, you can- 
not in juſtice fit any longer /till. Remem- 
ber, that it is not an affair of Politics but of 
Religion ; that it is not a matter of opinion, 
as where things are left indifferent, but of 
conſtience, where they are obtruded on us: 
and that if our Articles or our Liturgy be 

not frittly and in every the moſt. minute 
particular agrecable to the word of God, 
* known to be 911 it is ſetting 

the 
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the authority of man above. that 7 God, 
to make the one the ſtandard and rule of 


our Faith, and to require an unfeigned aſ- 


ſent to all and every thing contained in the 
other. It is debauching the” conſciences 
a Honeſt men, to call upon them to teſ- 


tify a fert coriformity ; which if the) 


cannot find, they cannot ſincerely profeſs 
to be true. Metaphyfical explications of 
the moſt ſublime ſubjects in divinity, are 
not lightly to be aſſented to, by honeſt : mem; 


when perhaps after their moſt laborious 


reſearches, they may not fully underſtand 
the ſcriptures on thoſe abſtruſe points, 


or be able to diſcover ſo exact a Conformity 
between the text and the comment, as is 


required of them to declare. The beſt. 


friends to Ep jſeopacy, to an eftabhſbed Li 


turgy, to the general ſyſtem of 4: ſeipline 


in our church, may be diſqualified from 
officiating, in it with any comfort upon 


this account. Many there are, very many 


learned pious and conſcrentious clergy of our 
church ; who now labour under theſe af- 
flicting and heart-breaking circumſtances : 

1 2 (in- 
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(indeed. none but the conſcientious do or 
Car feel” this diftreſs).. "Think chen upon 


thele things with the ferieyfus that fuch 
"A aufe deſerves ; and all yourſelves; ik 


you d do not exert your endeavours to rec-, 


2 . ger even, ity &1quare, 88 

has been pointed eur tg. Jour exami tion, 
what Nein b. repeatedly,r equoſed,, and 
how vin n ande for the omiſſion. at 
the tribunal of the laſt day? Lou our 
Lehr- TORS, to "whom theſe affairs. are 
| ele; You who alone. can redreſs them? 


as As to what the author of this pamphlet 
would Adviſe ; it does not become him ta 
adviſe WHAT ſhould be done, but to in- 
Phore thar SOMETHING may. the lay- 
ing alide ſubſcription, entirely be thought 
utopiatr or unſafe, he would not: recom- 
mend it. He would recommend to facri- 
fice-to We t times as far as in conſeience may 

be done; to do what i iS equips af 1 potent, 
what we are conviiced i 4s Proper, Fan | 
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ſhall hereafter ſhew, any thing farther, to, be 
neceſſary. - No one is more ready than he to 


facrifice. to the ſentiments and tempers of 
| others: : But he never will ſacrifice * re. 


„ 3 
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x Conyxs810Ns. have 1 — tried i in 
moſt proteſtant Churches, from their car- 
lieſt days until now; and have ever been 
ou defective : and inadequate, and too fre- 
quently 1 the cauſe of un- chriſtian animoſi- 
ties; he would wiſh that ours might land 
as it is, together with our homilies, as a 
mark of what our church once thought in 
| her earlieſt days, and what perhaps ſome of 
| her ſons. may think ſtill; without bencer 0 
forward requiring ſubſcri ption to it. Let 
that entirely be voluntary as it was in the 
firſt confeſſion at Aug fourg. Let-us con- 
tent ourſelves with requiring only a ſpecific 
declaration from proteſtant Chriſtians, , of 
their faith in Jesvs CurisT, and their Be- 
hef in the Horx SCRIPTURES of the old 
and new ' teſtament, as the RLE of 22 
faith, ty our church at gps in he? 

foxthy 


moſt learned divines for near a century paſt 
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fich article ne to be an 1 is ph 
ay, all that can juſtly be Hiquired; though 
Ange to ſay! ſhe does not confine her- 
felf to her own: poſition.) Let us and out 
Iro, as many of our prelates and 


have defired, and then conform to i t. And 
if this be not ſufficient, and a z ſet of ART | 
ELEs be ſtill thought neceſſary to be ſyper- 
added for the ſafety of our gun church ; let 
thoſe articles be few, fimple, perhaps nega- 
tive propoſitions; ; and certainly always re- 
ferring every one of them ultimately to 
ſeripture. But let not the Diſſenters be 
bound down to them. And let our own, 


TzxMs of fubſeription be ſo conceived and 
expreſſed, as to leave out all ſolemn, declara- 


tion of aſſent to any words and affinitions o 9} 
man's device, to' any but the pure. word of | 
God, which in our ordinations we ; promiſed 
to ſtudy, and which proteſtants muſt make. 
their only RULE, This, with ſubmiſſion, | 
the author thinks is the utmoſt that ought # 
to be required, and the utmoſt that can fin 
cerely and boneſtly be complied with. 


But 
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But, ABOVE AL L (if this ſhall be thought, — 
tuo much to attempt; or there be ns ane a-. 
mong us who will take this trouble for the 
fake of our holy religion, for which we all 
profeſs: ſuch yeneration) he begs and defires,"| 
for TRUTH'S Al, that our holy church at 
all events be cleared of all kind of PrEva-. 
RICATION: that PREVARICATION no 
longer be countenanced in her; that PR- 
VARICATION be not objefible to her. Tus 
it is to be hoped may be done without 
Hazarding our all. Tuts ſurely is abſo- 
lutely and indiſpenſably requz/ze, In Tus 
he cannot be mfaken. And Ta1s it ſhould 
ſcem, our biſdops might get fected, if they 
would heartily and in earneſt ſet about it. 
Tais at lea our moſt chriſtian biſhops 5 
might be ſeen to attempt, whatever the leſs. 
religious or more worldly politicians may 
pretend. To their own conſciences he re- 
fers it, whether THIS does not cry aloud for. 
amendment: and This he then requeſts of 
them, as they value that religion they pro- 
fels, as they regard that church of which 


they 


ae are pmol e „ dat bey 


e 10} ohfuc; 53, thw n from 
However, FOE our. 1 are batie 
Fart of the legiſlature, in this kingdom, 
though particularly entruſted = the. cccle- 
fiaſtical concerns of it; and ſince i it 1s ſup 8 
poſed that reformations have ſeldom come 
from the Clergy; though there is no reaſon: 
"why they. ſhould not; yet, ſince. it does 
belong to each of the THREE ESTATES: of 
the, realm, and to every individual ' in each, >; 


to give redreſs where it is wanted; be. 45 x 
Peali to every ingenuous heart among them, 
every breaſt that has any ſenſe of religion, ; 
any feelings of conſcience, to judge, whe- 
ther redreſs be not wanted now. And he 

' agjures them a II, by the tender mercies of 
Sod, by their hopes of acceptance through 
Chriſt,” and as they will anſwer it at the 


day of judgement, that if it be wanted, t 

they who alone can move it, do exert t their 'T 

IIs to get it Oe: it 

into 1 THEIR. e conſigns it. a 
With 


„ 
With THEM he leaves it: thus as far as in 
him lies, entering his Prateſt againſt tbe 
preſent practice at che e higheſt, tribunal in 
this kingdom, - Menceforward HE muſt be 
acquitted whatever ſhall be THEIR deter- 
mination: and he can now continue in his 
function with better comfort, and go down 
to the grave with a better conſcience. 
from THEM there lies no appeal but to 
God: and to Gop he muſt ſtill appea/; not 
to-impretate» any evil on thoſe ho think 
differently from himſelf, (that would be to 
imbibe the ſpirit of thoſe: laws, he wiſhes 
to cancel); nor to call dawn any vengeance 
on thoſe. who, ſhall turn a. deaf ear to his 
ſuit (may. the Lord forgive them ! They 
know not. what they do); but to beg of God 
to pour down his choiceſt Hleſiings on THAT 
TRUE CHRISTIAN, who ſhall Move for 
it in eitber Houſe, or ſhall COMMAND them 
both to take it under conſideration. From 
whatever Quarter it be propoſed, or how- 


ever undertaken, may THE ALMIGHTY 
K proſper 


in this her day, that our church, the church 
of 3 . N N the en 


| REMAINS: nee AP a 58 
that are uinbvut ; and caſling off all xc - 
vocariox, may dare OPENLY. ta amend 
herſelf within. So will ſhe ſet a good ex- 
ataple to all her ſiſters, and :ſhew herſelf 

Church of CH. The eyes of the whole 
55 _ are now upon her; Forbid it hea- 
! that Atheiſts and Deifts, the profi- 

| Kent and profane, ſhould” in the iſſue 4 
the Church,” or from -the Hare, in theſe 
preſent days,” than the 1 


ſons af  dſciptes of Cintort: 
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